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Working Families Need Access to
Medicaid and SCHIP
BY HEATHER BOUSHEY*
One-in-five U.S. jobs does not provide health insurance, a pension, or wages high enough to
support a family (Schmitt forthcoming 2008). While higher-paid workers are typically offered
employment-based benefits, low-wage workers are not. These workers and their families need
access to work supports, such as health insurance and child care assistance, to bridge the gaps
between their earnings and needs.
Across ten states, just over half (53.1 percent) of people living in families below a basic family
budget are ineligible for either Medicaid or the State Children’s Health Insurance Program in
their state (Figure 1). While eligibility varies across states, no state covers more than 80 percent
of those in need.
We define a basic family budget as the resources necessary to cover the basic costs of housing,
health care, childcare, transportation, taxes, and other essentials in the family’s locality, based on
the family size and composition. The budgets do not include expenses for eating out,
educational expenses, retirement or debt repayment. To determine eligibility for Medicaid and
SCHIP, we mapped detailed, state-specific program eligibility rules onto government survey
data, the Survey of Income and Program Participation and the Current Population Survey’s
Annual Social and Economic Supplement. These findings are a part of a larger report that will
be released on October 10, 2007 (Albelda and Boushey, 2007). More details can be found at
www.bridgingthegaps.org.
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