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● Broad economic sanctions are a form of warfare

● They mainly target the civilian population

● Francisco Rodríguez: “The estimated effects are 
similar to those seen in armed conflicts”



McGovern: An “indiscriminate” weapon

Congressman Jim McGovern, in a 2021 letter to 
President Biden asking him to get rid of sanctions on 
Venezuela: 

“…the impact of sectoral and secondary sanctions is 

indiscriminate, and purposely so. Although U.S. officials 

regularly say that the sanctions target the government and not 

the people, the whole point of the “maximum pressure” 

campaign is to increase the economic cost to Venezuela… 

Economic pain is the means by which the sanctions are 

supposed to work.… it is not Venezuelan officials who suffer 

the costs. It is the Venezuelan people. Credible sources have 

consistently found that sanctions have worsened the 

humanitarian crisis in the country.”
 (Emphasis added)

https://twitter.com/RepMcGovern/status/1404550214766190592


Pompeo: Intentional humanitarian crises



Trump response to Covid crisis





The Fourth Geneva Convention (Rights of Civilians)



The human costs of sanctions: Deaths in Venezuela

•Financial, oil, and secondary sanctions

•The role of sanctions in destroying Venezuela’s economy is clear and 
pronounced

•In the first year following the Trump sanctions against Venezuela, they 
caused tens of thousands of deaths (Weisbrot and Sachs, Economic 
Sanctions as Collective Punishment: The Case of Venezuela).

•Bank for International Settlements: a recession in a developing country 
increases mortality on average by 0.5 per thousand population (Econometric 
data from BIS Working Paper No 910).

•This would imply 15,000 deaths in Venezuela
•But Venezuela experienced a record-breaking depression, so the deaths 
caused by sanctions would be expected to be much greater than this

https://cepr.net/images/stories/reports/venezuela-sanctions-2019-04.pdf
https://cepr.net/images/stories/reports/venezuela-sanctions-2019-04.pdf
https://www.bis.org/publ/work910.pdf
https://www.bis.org/publ/work910.pdf


The human costs of sanctions: Hyperinflation



Sanctions and migration



In conclusion
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